
 

 

                      
 

 

 

THE CLONTARF 

GOLF and BOWLING CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Reports of Committees 

for the year ended 31st October 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Hundredth & Eighth Annual Reports of the Committees 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 2020 

 

The year just gone. 

It has been a very difficult year for everyone and at the outset I would like to thank all the members, new and old, all the 

committees and volunteers and all our staff for their support, commitment, patience and good humour throughout the last 

twelve months.  At some levels this last year has passed in a blink and on other levels it seems to have gone on forever.  

And as I write we are in lockdown again.  So as a club, let’s stay together, stay safe and well and follow the guidelines so 

that we can come out the other side together and enjoy our golf and our bowling and each other’s company as we have 

always done.  

Meetings  

The Management Committee met at least monthly as required by the Constitution. Additional meetings were called to 

actively manage the changing situation and the introduction and changes to Government and health restrictions as they 

arose. Almost thirty meetings were held during the year.  The Club Officers also met with and reported to the Trustees on 

a quarterly basis, and those meetings were chaired by our President, Tommy Cooke. 

Membership 

All membership queries and issues were dealt with by our Club Secretary, Seamus Smith, who works closely with 

Audrey, Michelle and Muriel of our administrative team, and he monitors and reports on trends in membership numbers.  

At 31st October we had 505 Ordinary members and 38 Retired Ordinary members totalling 543, a drop of 25 on last year, 

compared with an approved quota of 630. Golf Ireland is reporting a 12% increase in participation in golf this year, and 

we are currently processing a number of new applications.  However, the Management Committee is conscious of the 

heavy demands on timesheets, and will continue to monitor the Membership numbers noting the requirements in the 

Budget 2021 for income from Entrance Fees and Annual Subscriptions. But given the pressure that we experienced on 

timesheets when restrictions were relaxed to allow us to play, the Management Committee have decided in principle to 

restrict new Member acceptances to replacements for leavers only in short term.  A full breakdown of our membership 

numbers and main categories are shown at the end of these reports. 

Finance & Marketing Sub-Committees. 

Following last year’s AGM we established a Finance Sub Committee comprising our Club Treasurer Fergus Murphy, 

Vice President Andy Cullen, General Manager Pat Murray and past Club Treasurer, past Captain and past Chairman of 

Management Martin Kelly. I wish to thank them for an exceptional amount of hard work and effort they have put into 

their work and are still doing so in bringing our accounts systems and their presentation, together with our accounting 

policies and procedures up to a modern standard.  Despite a very significant loss of income we finished the year better 

than budget.  As you will see in our Club Treasurer’s report we will be focussing on controlling our costs and overheads 

and expending the minimum necessary to achieve at least a cash neutral financial position and to strengthen our position 

to maintain our Course and Clubhouse standards as we eventually come out of these financially challenging times.  There 

is no increase in subscriptions proposed at this time.  We also established a Marketing Sub Committee, comprising of 

Jackie McGuinness, Carol Manweiler, Dave Kelly and Denis Murphy and they have been working away “remotely” and 

will very shortly present their ideas and recommendations to the Management Committee for consideration. 

Course 

STRI, our course advisors, inspect the Course on quarterly basis and review the maintenance work, course management, 

the compliance with their recommendations and the condition of the Course. They are very pleased with the condition of 

our Golf Course and the Bowling Green.  Our Course Officer Jason Mcloughlin’s report outlines the work completed this 

year and much credit is due to Jason, to our Course Superintendent Darragh O’Malley, to General Manager Pat Murray 

and to our Course Staff for the excellent condition of our Course and Bowling Green.  I must also compliment the work of 

our team of Course volunteers under Ray Maguire, who did Trojan work again this year.  

 



House  

The Clubhouse and its environs are still in very good condition.  And that is the way we intend to maintain them until we 

are in a position to enhance those facilities in the coming years.  My thanks to House & Social Officer John Delaney and 

his team for their work and for giving generously of their time and labour in a very difficult year. My thanks too, to Pat 

Murray and the administrative staff Audrey, Michelle and Muriel, and to our Bar staff Noel and Tommy and to our 

Security staff Val and Kevin.  

I would also like to formally say welcome to our new Caterers, Ann and Laurent and their staff, who after a bright start 

have had a very difficult time with the varying restrictions imposed as a result of the Pandemic, up to and including full 

closure.  During the periods when they were able to cater for us I want to thank them for their responsiveness and their 

interest in meeting the requirements of our Members.  We look forward to a long partnership with them when restrictions 

are relaxed and some form of new normality emerges.  

Organisation 

There is a huge voluntary commitment among the 1,300 or so members of Clontarf Golf & Bowling Club.  That 

volunteerism is just ‘resting’ at the moment and will hopefully kick back into action in the near future.  Without it our 

Club would just not function, nor would it be the Club that is “Clontarf Golf and Bowling Club” without that 

volunteerism.  The Trustees and the President, the Captain, Lady Captain and Bowling Captain, the Vice President and 

Vice Captains, working with the other Club Officers, members of the Ladies’, Men’s and Bowling Club Committees, 

members of Course, House, Social and Tournament Sub-Committees, and the Finance and Marketing Sub Committees, 

ensure that all the core events, the business and the activities of the Club are done correctly, thoughtfully and well 

organised. The organisers of groups such as the Bunnies, Midweekers, Nine and Dine events and the Team Managers for 

golf and bowling teams, all add greatly to the sporting and social experience. There are so many strings to our bow, from 

Snooker to the Bridge Club, from the Book Club to the Christmas Carols Choir, the Weekly Lotto Draw, the Santa 

Kiddies Party Day, the Indoor Bowling and the Poker nights, and the many other social events, dinners, concerts and other 

musical evenings organised by our Social team. All of these were sadly missed for some or most of this year but they will 

be back in one form or another!  We are a vibrant and well entertained membership who appreciate those voluntary 

efforts.  We are just waiting our chance to start again! 

Our thanks too to the Proshop, to Eamonn, Kevin and Eoin and the part they play in looking after our Members and our 

golf activity in so many ways.  They are an integral part of our Club and an integral part of the ambience of our Club. 

Communications 

Our monthly news update on club activities and information is emailed to Members. Hard copies are also made available 

in the Clubhouse.  The newsletter is edited by Michael Tyndall and our thanks to Michael for the professional way this 

monthly newsletter is produced. 

Members are also sent other communications by email and text as the need arises. And the noticeboards in the locker-

rooms and on the Concourse also contain a wealth of information for Members.  And shortly we expect that our website 

will be upgraded with a new look and more readily accessible information for Members.  Our thanks to President Tommy 

Cooke and his team who are working on the new look and upgrade. 

Sponsors 

Sponsors are vital to our Club and make such a difference to the enjoyment of competitions by all members of the Club. 

The Management Committee thank all our Sponsors for the generosity of their offer to sponsor and for being willing to 

step back in as Sponsors when restrictions will allow.  We look forward to that. 

Members interested in sponsoring a competition in 2021 should contact Captain Dave Dalton, Lady Captain Anne 

Gardner and Bowling Captain Peter Laird.  

Outgoing Members of Management Committee. 

Captain Brian Leech has stepped down for personal reasons after his year in office, while Lady Captain Anne and 

Bowling Captain Peter will remain in office because of the exceptional circumstances caused by the Covid Pandemic. 



They will be joined this year by Captain Dave Dalton.  I wish to thank all of them for their significant contributions to the 

management of the Club during the last year in office, and to wish them a successful 2021 in office. 

Fergus Murphy has completed his three-year term in office as Club Treasurer of our Club and has decided not to seek a 

second term of three years. On my behalf and on behalf of the Members I want to thank Fergus for all his work in those 

three years and for his support, especially in the last two years that I have been Chairman of the Management Committee.  

I also want to say “welcome to the Management team” to nominee Club Treasurer Elizabeth Toomey. As the sole 

nominee for the position Elizabeth will take up the role as Acting Club Treasurer until such time as an AGM can take 

place to confirm her appointment. We look forward to working with Liz. 

And finally, on behalf of all our Members, I wish to thank my colleagues on the Management Committee of 2020, for 

their advice and support, and for unselfishly giving of their time and expertise for the benefit of all of us in Clontarf Golf 

and Bowling Club, and who worked so well with our General Manager Pat Murray and all the staff. 

 

IAN MAGUIRE, Chairman of Management Committee         

 

 

HOUSE & SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 2020 
 

On behalf of the House and Social Committee I am pleased to present this report to the Members for 2020. 

 

House 

There was one substantial project in 2020 and this was the upgrading of the course toilet drainage which cost €5.1k and 

this was completed before the end of October and the refurbishing of the course toilets was completed in December 2020. 

During the year a deep clean of the kitchen took place in advance of our new Caterers commencing (€4.7k) a new kitchen 

fryer (€2.1k) was also installed. The upgrade to the IT system was complete (€17k) and a new microphone system was 

installed early in the year (€2k). 

  

The rest of the year was to maintain the House and surrounding areas. I would like to thank Jack, Michael, Marie and 

Geraldine for their efforts and continued support. 

  

Social 

Unfortunately only one of the many events planned took place, but hopefully we will have the chance to present all of the 

2020 events planned to take place in 2021. I would like to welcome our new Caterers, Laurent and Ann, to Clontarf Golf 

& Bowling club and wish them every success. I would like to take this opportunity to mention we lost one our team this 

year in Dave Drennan (R.I.P.). He was member of the Social committee for a number of years and was directly involved 

in some great nights over the last few years and I would like to send Angela and her family our best wishes for the future. 

I would like to thank Dave, Tony, Bridget & Tina. 

  

Conclusion 

It has been a very difficult year and I would like to thank our General Manager Pat, all the Bar and Restaurant staff for 

their flexibility and tremendous efforts. 

 

JOHN DELANEY, House & Social Officer. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE COMMITTEE REPORT 2020 

 
On behalf of myself and the Course Committee I am pleased to present to the Members our end of year report for 2020.  

 

Greens: 

This year we continued with the greens programme as supervised by our agronomist Conor Nolan of STRI.  The works 

included over seeding of the greens with the finer brown top bent grass. Although we didn’t get as many applications out 

Conor is very pleased with the strike rates achieved due to this over seeding and we plan to continue with this programme 

into 2021. The rest periods due to the Covid pandemic allowed for some much-needed rest for the greens. Although pitch 

mark damage to the greens was not as bad this year, I would encourage all members to keep up the good work and 

continue to repair your pitch mark and at least one other. 

 

Fairways:  

This year the fairways were cut at 15 mm during the Summer playing season and we brought up the height of cut to 20mm 

for the Winter months. The quality of the fairways throughout the year has been good and again Conor Nolan is pleased 

with the current condition. For much of the season we were unable to use the divot bags however on various occasions 

Members volunteered and carried out blanket divot filling. This was a great help and our thanks to all who helped.  

 

Rough: 

The rough was cut at 50mm during the Summer months and reduced to 40mm for the Winter months and also received 

positive comments from Members and visitors alike. 

 

Bunkers: 

Again, due to the pandemic we were unable to leave rakes out for most of the season however Members understood and 

were fully supportive. Darragh and his team spent a lot of time during the second lockdown redoing the bunker sand 

which involved digging out the old sand and putting in fresh sand.   

 

Tee Boxes:  

The tee boxes were in good condition throughout the year considering the high levels of play particularly after the 

lockdown.  

 

Bowling Green: 

The green performed very well and a lot of compliments were passed on to the Bowling Club from visiting teams and 

guests and I would like to thank Shay Carberry for his help with this.  

 

Tree removal Programme: 

We were unable to undertake the full level of tree works planned for this year but we can hopefully get back on track for 

next year. We did remove one large tree to the left-hand side of the 14th fairway for safety reasons. We also managed to 

get the hedges at the 16th tee box and 18th fairway cut down and this has proved a great addition to these areas. 

 

Volunteers: 

With a special thanks to Ray Maguire we continue to get fantastic results from our team of volunteers. Their work is a real 

credit to the Club and one of the noticeable projects undertaken this year was the upgrade and planting of the carpark 

island and the great work is set to continue into 2021. I again would like to thank Ray and all the volunteers for their great 

work throughout the year and if any Member would like to help out please contact Ray for details. 

 

Conclusion: 

Given the unusual year we experienced and the high demands placed on the course I am delighted with how well the 

course and staff under the supervision of Darragh and Pat have performed.  

 

Over the past number of years many of the Members would have heard of our bent grass programme and it probably 

meant very little to them at the time. There were a lot of comments about different shades and heights of grasses on our 

greens which Members might remember. This programme was introduced before my time but basically STRI were trying 

to promote the brown top bent grass onto our greens because it has a more robust leaf that has better ball roll quality but 

the main reason is that it’s less susceptible to disease. With the EU directive related to the eradication of fungicides and 

pesticides for disease control it requires us to adopt an eco-friendlier way of greenkeeping and this was highlighted during 



the year. For example, we applied two treatments of fungicides to our greens all year and if you compare this to some 

clubs around Dublin who are having to apply treatments every 7-10 days. At the moment we are miles ahead of some 

other clubs and the pain and cost over the past number of years has been worth it. The cover of bent grass on our greens 

over the past three visits this year alone has gone from strength to strength and we now have over 85% bent grass on a lot 

of our greens. We are in a very good position and investment needs to continue into the future in this area. 

 

I would also like to make a special thanks to the Course Sub-Committees Carol, Dymphna, John, Gerry and Shay for all 

their help throughout the year.  

 
JASON MCLOUGHLIN, Course Officer 

 

 

LADIES’ CLUB REPORT 2020 

 
My report for activities in the Ladies’ Club for the past year will be like no other. It has been an extraordinary year, 

something we were not prepared for but will never forget. 

 

In January Captain Brian and I drove up the Avenue, carefully holding the cherished Sam Maguire Cup, celebrating the 

Dubs 5-in-a-row and the Ladies 3-in-a-row All Ireland wins (for the Brendan Martin Cup) and looking forward to the 

Drive-In and a joyful year ahead.  

 

Following the Ladies Inaugural Foursomes Competition, I was delighted to welcome sixteen Life Honorary Lady 

Members for Afternoon Tea. This was a wonderful evening enjoyed by all with plenty of chat and catching up.  

 

What should have been an eventful year came to an abrupt halt in mid March when the country went into lockdown.  This 

was a sad time for all our members missing the après golf [cuppa, glass of wine and chat].  As a result of this the ladies 

had no ILGU/AIG Inter Club Matches, in fact we had no golf until 18th May. 

 

2020 has been the year of Zoom!  Although the golf was intermittent Zoom was very much to the fore, allowing the day-

to-day business of the Club to be administered.  I represented the Ladies Committee at these meetings and I enjoyed the 

experience.  We are indebted to the Trustees, Management and all committees for the smooth running of the Club. 

Compliments to Michael Tyndall who compiles our monthly Newsletter, keeping us up to date with club current affairs. 

We are grateful to have such dedicated Members. 

 

I thank the Ladies Committee for their friendship and support during this tedious year and for agreeing to roll over and 

continue their commitment in 2021.  

 

This was a year of change.  New World Handicap System, which still has us all baffled. We welcomed DLA catering 

(Ann and Laurent) into the Club on 26th February and unfortunately we went into lockdown soon after.  We can only hope 

that this year will be more favourable when we can support our caterers and enjoy lovely meals and snacks once again. 

 

I wish to pay tribute to our club staff, to Pat Murray our General Manager, for being so helpful. It was much appreciated.  

To Michelle and Audrey, who create a friendly and welcoming atmosphere for Members and visitors alike and Muriel 

who diligently takes care of our finances. My thanks to you all for the wonderful job you do.  

  

To all our Bar, House, Course and Security staff, I wish to acknowledge your continued contribution in your various roles, 

maintaining for our Members the high standards we have come to expect in Clontarf. 

 

The Pro Shop - this is the hub of the Club. Thank you Eamonn, Kevin and Eoin, you give such excellent service and 

always with a smile.  No task is ever too great for you to undertake on behalf of the Members. We are indeed blessed to 

have such wonderful staff. Thank You. 

 

 I wish President Tommy another successful year in office. You and your green fingered team have enhanced our Course 

and Clubhouse surrounds and we also appreciate your efforts in organising shopping volunteers for our Senior Members 

during the lockdown. I send best wishes to our Vice President Andy, and enjoy your extra year of apprenticeship.   



 

Past Captain Brian, it has been a pleasure to share the Captaincy with you.  I wish you good health and happiness in 

everything you do.  

 

To our 2021 Men’s Captain Dave, I wish you every success in your year of Captaincy and I look forward to working with 

you.  I hope together we can accomplish all the things we hope to achieve and in doing so, accumulate beautiful memories 

of our year in office. Vice Captain Liam and Lady Vice Captain Mary, may you also have a memorable, successful and 

enjoyable year.  

 

To all our Members, I wish you peace, happiness, good health and good golf in the year ahead. 

 
ANNE GARDNER, Lady Captain 

 

MEN’S CLUB REPORT 2020 
 

I was very privileged to have been chosen to serve as your Captain of the Men’s Club in 2020 and I wish to thank Ray 

Bergin for nominating me as his Vice Captain and for affording me and my family this wonderful honour. 

 

We had a great start to the year with the Captains’ Drive- In, when Lady Captain Anne and I arrived at the Clubhouse 

with the Sam Maguire Cup to celebrate the Dubs 5-in-a row and the Ladies’ 3-in-a-row (for the Brendan Martin Cup) All 

Ireland wins.. This caused great excitement especially with the younger Members of the Club and with enthusiastic 

support from those present we both managed to hit our drives straight down the middle. Back in the Clubhouse we 

savoured some excellent food and a very pleasant evening was had by all. 

 

It was a very enjoyable first two months of my being in office and working on the ground with President Tommy, Lady 

Captain Anne, Bowling Captain Peter and Vice Captain Dave, who all gave me great support during the year.  

 

Then came the arrival of the Coronavirus Pandemic. My thoughts are with all who suffered or lost loved ones during this 

time. In keeping with the strict Government Guidelines and for the safety and welfare of our Members and staff we had to 

make major adjustments to the running and operation of the Club, restricting our playing times, cancelling all our 

Sponsored Competitions and most of the Inter- Club matches. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 

Sponsors for your patience, understanding and continued support and generosity. I was so disappointed that I was unable 

to meet and play with you due to these very unusual circumstances but hopefully we can remedy that sometime in the 

future. 

 

Only five Inter-Club competitions took place in 2020 and I wish to thank the Team Managers and all involved for their 

time and efforts in arranging and playing these matches under very difficult conditions. To the other Team Managers, 

their Assistants, of the various Inter-Club Teams, who were denied the chance to participate, many thanks for agreeing to 

take on these very time consuming roles.  

 

In this very difficult year 2020, I wish to pay tribute to our General Manager Pat, the Office, Course and Security staff 

who kept the Club functioning during the different lockdowns when the Club was partially or fully closed. I would also 

like to thank the Members of the Management Committee, the Men’s Club Committee, the Officers of the Club, the very 

dedicated people on the many other Committees, all the Volunteers, Restaurant, and Pro Shop for their commitment, 

work, and the enormous amount of time and effort they give to maintain the very high standards of The Clontarf Golf and 

Bowling Club and most of all you the Members for your understanding, support and kindness shown to me during my 

term in office. It is very much appreciated by myself and family. 

 

Although it has been a most unusual year for everyone at the Club, it was still a great pleasure for me to have represented 

you, the Members, as your Captain in 2020. Best wishes to all our Club Officers, President Tommy Cooke, Vice President 

Andy Cullen, Captains Dave Dalton, Anne Gardner and Peter Laird together with Vice Captains, Liam O’Donohoe, Mary 

Sheridan and John Hackett, Michael Foley, Captain of the Midweekers and Philip Duignan, Captain of the Bunnies for 

hopefully a better brighter and healthier 2021. 

 

BRIAN LEECH, Captain 



 

BOWLING CLUB REPORT 2020 

 
After a difficult year with loss of relatives, friends and neighbours, I am sure we are all glad to see the end of 2020.   Let 

us look forward to 2021 with a bit more optimism!! 

 

It has been an honour to serve as Bowling Captain in Clontarf Bowling Club.  Because of the Covid-19 restrictions this 

year I will be going forward as your Bowling Captain for 2021. 

 

Despite the very onerous restrictions we managed to run BLI Singles and Doubles qualifying matches. Unfortunately, the 

BLI had to cancel the planned Inter-Club finals due to the lockdown. 

 

Thanks to Dorothy and her team we ran some Club competitions, namely the Mixed Pairs and Trips which were a great 

success. 

 

We also managed to run some Social Bowling Sessions on Tuesdays and Fridays and my thanks go to Anne Loughman 

for organising these events. 

 

A big thank you to our volunteer grounds group led by Aidan Foy.  A lot of work was done around the Bowling green, 

planting of flowers, painting, laying of new rubber around green, pruning of plants, painting of boards around green and 

removal of ivy from back wall.  I would like to thank the Golf volunteer grounds group for their help in the ivy removal. It 

is essential we keep this work ongoing.  We also need more volunteers to carry out this vital work. 

 

We had the honour of celebrating the 90th Birthdays of Otto Behan and Pat Sweeney in 2020. It was an honour for me to 

present them with a token from the Committee to celebrate this great occasion. 

 

I hope to see you all in the New Year.  Hopefully we can increase our membership in 2021. 

 

With the guidance of our President Tommy, Vice- Captain John and our Bowling Committee I look forward to a 

successful year in 2021. 

 
PETER LAIRD, Bowling Captain 

 

 

 

OFFICERS AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR 2020 

 

 

OFFICERS 
 

 

President:   T. COOKE  Chairman:   I. MAGUIRE Club Secretary:      S. SMITH 

 

Club Treasurer:   M. F MURPHY   Greens Officer:   J.McLOUGHLIN     House& Social Officer:  J. DELANEY 

 

Men’s Captain:  B. LEECH   Lady Captain   A. GARDNER   Bowling Captain    P. LAIRD 

 

  

                  Trustees: G.BROSNAN, É. Ó DÚLAINN, S. TREACY 

 

     Vice-President: A. CULLEN 

    

 



MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (11) 

 
I. MAGUIRE (Chairman) 

 

D. DALTON, J, DELANEY, A. GARDNER, J. HACKETT, P. LAIRD, 

 

B. LEECH, J. McLOUGHLIN, M. F. MURPHY, M. SHERIDAN, S. SMITH,  

 

General Manager: P. MURRAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 
 

 Membership Numbers at 31st October 2020 were as follows: 

     2020 2019       2020 2019 

Ordinary    505 519   Lady Member    12 13    

Retired Ordinary   38 49  Retired Lady    11 17   

Life Honorary Male    47 58   Life Honorary Female  13 8    

Live Honorary 5-Day   5 5  Life Honorary   2 1 

Five-Day    220 223   Bowling    83 87    

Retired Five-Day   10 12    Bowling Retired  1  3   

Five-Day Cleric   1 1    Honorary Bowlers   3 2    

Honorary Members   2 1   Clubhouse/Retired   57 68    

Intermediate Student   63 55   Country    11 9   

Intermediate    35 32  Special     9  8    

Junior     129 124    Leave of Absence   2 5   

 
 


