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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 2021 
 

 

 

The year just gone. 

My first thoughts are of thanks to all our Members for their support throughout the year, which started in 

lockdown and ended with signs of ‘normality’ (whatever that is) starting to return.  Hopefully 2022 will see 

more of the things we were used to return again, like social nights in the club or after inter-club match meals 

with the opposition.  

 

Meetings. 

The Management Committee met monthly as required by the Constitution, and additional meetings were called 

as and when required.  There were 22 Management Committee meetings in 2021(and 23 in 2020).  The Club 

Officers also met with and reported to the Trustees on a quarterly basis, and those meetings were chaired by our 

President, Tommy Cooke. 

 

Membership. 

All membership queries and issues are referred to our Club Secretary, Shay Smith, who works closely with 

Audrey, Michelle, and Muriel of our administrative team, and he constantly monitors the trend in membership 

numbers. Our membership numbers are healthy and membership is in demand as evidenced by the fact that we 

are presently full in most categories and there is the waiting list of members wishing to change category and a 

waiting list of new applications. The membership numbers by category are shown at the end of these reports. 

All applications for membership are posted on the Notice Board in the Concourse and placed on the waiting list. 

 

Course. 

Our course consultants, STRI, inspected the course on quarterly basis and reviewed the maintenance work, 

course management, compliance with their recommendations and the condition of the course. It is fair to say 

that they are pleased with the progress we are making and the overall condition of the golf course and the 

bowling green. Our Course Officer, Jason Mcloughlin’s report outlines the work completed this year and the 

planned course improvements. Great credit is due to our course staff working with our course superintendent 

Darragh O’Malley and our team of course volunteers under Ray Maguire.  

 

House.  

We have endeavoured to maintain our clubhouse and its environs in good condition.  Our House Officer, John 

Delaney’s report outlines the changes and work done in the house during the year.  My thanks to Pat Murray 

and to the administrative staff Michelle, Audrey and Muriel.  My thanks too to Noel, Tommy, Rhyss, Neil, 

Eoghan and Olivia who provide our Bar service with a smile and also to Dylan, Michael and Svetlana on our 

House staff.  I also wish to thank our Caterer’s Ann and Laurent and their staff for looking after us so well 

despite the start, then stop, indoor, then outdoor nature of the circumstances they have had to work since they 

first joined us.  Hopefully conditions will be more favourable and predictable going forward from here.  

 

One of the biggest changes this year has been the change in our security arrangements, from a direct provided 

service to a contracted and remotely monitored service, as is the case in most other clubs.  In addition, we have 

installed an electronic front gate to provide an additional level of security at night.  

 

Staff. 

Front Office:  General Manager, Accounts Administrator and Receptionist/Administrator (job sharing); 

Course: Superintendent and six greenkeepers; 

House and Bar: One fulltime and two part-time house staff and two full-time and four part-time bar staff. 

 



We will shortly lose the service of our General Manager, Pat Murray, who is moving on to pastures new.  I  

thank him for his five years service with our club and wish him well in his new position. I also wish to thank 

our Security staff, Kevin Doyle who retired after 18 years of service and Val O’Keeffe for his 20 years service 

at the club, and to wish them both the very best for the future. 

 

Organisation. 

We have over 1400 members in total in all the various categories of membership and we hope that our many 

Members and their guests and other visitors will continue to enjoy our Club facilities on a day-to-day basis, as 

activity and socialising patterns return to more pre-pandemic norms. We are told that our golf club is or was the 

most active in the Dublin area. It’s worth repeating that with my fellow Club Officers, the General Manager and 

Members on all the various committees, we are constantly looking at what we do and how we do things to try to 

ensure that we are improving and trying to meet the needs of Members and others using our Club.  

 

That strong commitment to the quality of the service and the facilities at Clontarf Golf & Bowling Club was 

reflected in the very positive and genuinely complimentary feedback from the Golf Ireland officials and also 

from attending Captains and other Officers from other participating clubs at the All Ireland Boys and Girls 

Championships on the organisation, the catering and other facilities and the presentation of our course.  When 

you hear comments like ‘first class’ and ‘second to none’ it says something.  Congratulations to all involved 

including our volunteers, all our staff, our caterers, our P   Pro Shop and our organising committee. 

  

There is a huge voluntary commitment given by many members to Clontarf Golf & Bowling Club.  Our Club 

would not function, nor would it be the Club that it is today without such volunteerism.  The Trustees and the 

President, the Captains, the Vice President and Vice Captains, working with the other Club Officers, and the 

members of the Ladies’, Men’s and Bowling Club Committees, members of Course, House, Social and 

Tournament Sub-Committees, work to ensure that our Club is run well and that all the core events and activities 

of the Club are well organised. The organisers of groups such as the Bunnies, Midweekers, the Nine and Dine 

events and the Team Managers for golf and bowling teams, all add greatly to the sporting and social 

experiences. There are or were so many strings to our bow, and already some of these have already returned and 

have taken place like our Club Lotto, the Christmas Draw, the Indoor Bowling and Poker nights, the Bridge 

Club nights, the Book Club meetings, the inter-club Snooker matches, and no doubt we will soon be enjoying 

other social events, dinners and musical evenings organised by our Social team.  Hopefully, too, we can look 

forward to the return of events like the Christams Carols night and the Santa Kiddies’ Party Day.  We are a 

vibrant and well entertained membership who appreciate the work put into our enjoyment by our volunteers.  

My thanks on your behalf to all our volunteers and my thanks too to Éamonn Ó Dúlainn for organising the 

annual Mass for deceased members.  I also want to say thank you to the members of our Finance Sub-

Committee, the Marketing Sub-Committee and our recently established Audit, Risk and Compliance Sub-

Committees for their time and contribution to our club. 

 

And no ‘thank you’ would be complete without our thanks to the Pro Shop, to Eamonn, Kevin and Eoin and the 

part they play in looking after our Members and our golf activity in so many ways. They are an integral part of 

our Club and an integral part of the ambience of our Club.  

 

Communications. 

Our monthly newsletter is discontinuing and has been ably edited by Michael Tyndall for the past five years and 

we thank him for the professional way the monthly newsletter was produced.  Our newly redesigned club 

website will shortly be launched and will be our primary source for news and updates on club activities.  A 

special thank you to Club President Tommy Cooke and his sub-committee for their work on the new look 

website. Members will continue to receive communications by email and text as the need arises. The 

noticeboards in the locker-rooms and on the concourse will continue to contain a wealth of information for 

members. 

 

 



Sponsors. 

Sponsors are vital to our Club and make such a difference to the enjoyment of competitions by all members of 

the Club. The Management Committee thank all our sponsors for their generosity.  Our Captains will be 

delighted to hear from any Member who wishes to sponsor an event or who has a contact interested in doing so.  

 

Outgoing Officers and Trustees. 

On all our behalves I wish to thank our outgoing officers this year.  Firstly, Captains Anne Gardner and Peter 

Laird whose term of office ends after two difficult and unusual years, having served three years on the 

Management Committee. I thank them for their support and contributions during their time.  Two of our 

Trustees Gilbert Brosnan and Eamonn O’Dulainn are also finishing their five-year term of office.  Their 

commitment to our Club is without question having also served in other roles over the years.  My thanks to 

them for their all inputs and their advice. To our outgoing Club Secretary Shay Smith, thank you for all your 

knowledge, commitment, long hours and availability given willingly over the last six years.  And last but not 

least, our thanks to our President Tommy Cooke, who completes his extended term in office and my thanks to 

him for being there and for his advice, encouragement and support. 

 

To all the incoming Trustees and Club Officers and to Catherine Hazlett, newly elected President of the LBLI, I 

wish you well and success in your roles. And to my colleagues on the Management Committee, my thanks to 

you all for your support and input over the last year.   

 

IAN MAGUIRE, Chairman of Management Committee         

 

 

 

HOUSE & SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 2021 
 

On behalf of the House and Social Committee I am pleased to present this report for the year 2021. 

 

In 2021 the main projects were to install a gate to the main entrance of the golf club and external painting to the 

West Wing area of the building. We also purchased two marquees for outdoor dining which were a great 

success and are now in storage for future use. I would like to thank Christy Stafford and Captain Dave for their 

help for both erecting and dismantling same. The plan for the rest of the year was to maintain the House and 

surrounding areas. I would like to thank Jack, Michael, Theresa and Geraldine for their efforts and continued 

support. 

 

Social 

Unfortunately only a small number of events planned took place, the main event was the hosting of the Golf 

Ireland Boys and Girls Finals which were a great success and showcased our golf course and all our facilities. 

Hopefully we will have the chance to present all events planned for 2022. I would like to thank Tony, Eugene, 

Bridget and Tina.  

 

Conclusion 

It has been yet another very difficult year and I would like to thank our General Manager Pat, all the B 

Bar and Restaurant staff for their flexibility and tremendous efforts. 
       CONOR MURPHY, Course Officer 

  JOHN DELANEY, House & Social Officer. 

 

 

 



COURSE COMMITTEE REPORT 2021 
 

On behalf of myself and the Course Committees I am pleased to present to the members our end of year report 

for 2021.  

 

GREENS: 

This year we continued with the greens programme as supervised by our agronomist Conor Nolan of STRI.  

The works included over seeding of the greens with the finer brown top bent grass. Conor is very pleased with 

the strike rates achieved due to this over seeding and we plan to continue with this programme into 2022. The 

rolling hole closures throughout the winter months are providing some much-needed rest for the greens 

particularly the front nine which sees the highest levels of foot traffic. Pitch marks continue to be a problem and 

I would remind all members to please repair your pitch marks. It is also planned to continue our sanding 

programme going forward which is critical to achieving firmness on the greens.  

 

FAIRWAYS:  

This year the fairways were cut at 15 mm during the summer playing season and we brought up the height of 

cut to 20 mm for the winter months. The quality of the fairways throughout the year has been good and thanks 

to everyone for their support in repairing divots. During the dry summer months some of the fairways were 

badly affected by drought and our water supplies were rationed so as to maintain the greens and tees. We have 

some additional hose points being installed later this year which will allow for hand watering some of the worst 

affected areas. 

 

ROUGH: 

The rough was cut at 50mm during the summer months and reduced to 40mm for the winter months. 

 

BUNKERS: 

The bunkers where all excavated and replenished with fresh sand at the start of this year and the feedback from 

members has been very positive. Unfortunately, foxes continue to cause damage to some of the bunker faces 

and I would remind members not to feed the wildlife on the course. It is planned to carry out works around the 

tops of some of the green-side bunkers, these works will include excavating down so as to remove the sand 

splash and get back to the soil level. Once this is done the areas will be re-sodded with fresh grass. The reason 

for this is because we have bare patches in some areas between the bunkers and greens because the grass can’t 

grow due to the sand build-up. I would ask members to ensure they rake the bunkers once they are finished in 

them. 

 

TEE BOXES:  

The tee boxes were in good condition throughout the year considering the high levels of play. We have some 

sponsorship vacancies for the tee box signage and if anyone is interested, please contact the General Manager. 

 

BOWLING GREEN: 

The green performed very well and all STRI’s indicators show an improvement year on year. I would like to 

thank Aidan Foy for his help with this.  

 

TREES: 

We paused the tree removal programme this year due to an uncertainty in finances because of the pandemic. 

However, the Club is doing well and we will recommence this programme early in the year. With the help of 

our tree surgeon and Agronomist we have identified several areas which will be addressed. During the year we 

did top some trees on the 1st and 13th and we also had to remove some large trees along the 12th tee because of 

disease. 

 

 



VOLUNTEERS: 

With a special thanks to Ray Maguire the Volunteer group continued their great work throughout the year. In 

addition to several larger projects, they have been maintaining many of the planted areas and this is a great help 

for Darragh and his team. I again would like to thank Ray and all the volunteers for their great work throughout 

the year and if any member would like to help out, please contact Ray for details. 

 

      

CONCLUSION: 

This has been another very challenging year for everyone and the demand to play on our course has been as 

high as ever. This demand, coupled with the E.U. reduction in chemicals available for golf courses has made 

Darragh’s job all the more challenging but I am delighted with how well he and his team have managed 

throughout the year and the great condition which the course was presented. I would also like to thank the 

Course Sub-Committees Carol, Fionnuala, John, Gerry and Aidan for all their help throughout the year. 
 

JASON McLOUGHLIN, Course Officer 

 
 
                                                                                     

LADIES’ CLUB REPORT 2021 
 

Continuing the roll of Lady Captain in 2021 I felt confident and optimistic that this would be a much better year 

for everyone and everything would return to some form of normality.  Unfortunately, this was not so.  

 

The country remained in Lock Down and when golf resumed on the 26th April we embraced our sport with 

renewed enthusiasm and excitement resulting in very full time sheets.  This was soon followed by refreshments 

served in the tent.   

 

This year our new governing body Golf Ireland presented us with a very full programme.   Matches had to be 

played between June and August with a two weeks turn around, so all our golf had to be condensed into a very 

short playing season. This necessitated some cups and medals to be put on hold.   

 

Our Inter Club teams commenced in June and unfortunately some made an early exit, but the icing on the cake 

was the success of our Revive Fourball and Junior Foursomes Teams.  Both have the distinction of being the 

first ever Leinster North Champions.  The Revive Fourball went on to play in the All-Ireland Quarter Finals in 

Knightsbrook, but was defeated on the day.  Our Junior Foursomes represented us in Belfast and made it to the 

All-Ireland semi-final.  As Lady Captain I was very proud that our teams secured two pennants for the ladies 

section.  This is quite an achievement.  I would also like to pay tribute to our O’Grady Mixed Foursomes team 

who added another pennant to our collection.  We are indebted to all our managers and players for their 

dedication and commitment.  

 

As part of our affiliation to Golf Ireland, we must make our course available every second year to host 

Provincial or National events.  In August this year we were privileged to host the All-Ireland Boys and Girls 

Championships. Over 150 boys and girls competed and observing the standard of the golf played, our sport is in 

very capable hands for the future.  We received great praise for the condition of our course, the warm 

hospitality and how well the event was organised. 

 

In September our Pink Day was a marvellous success.  This was due to the kind sponsorship of Peggy Vather 

and the organising ability of Jenny White and her helpers.  It was a wonderful day with wonderful results and 

€3,730 raised for Cancer.  Thanks to all concerned. 

 



September and October were very busy months.  All our major prizes took place, Lady Captain’s, President’s 

and Captain’s.  Congratulations to the winners of these competitions.  Due to government restrictions a very 

small presentation was the order of the day. My sincere thanks to all who attended, I did appreciate the effort 

you made. 

 

Unfortunately the 4th wave of Covid was evident in November and the Lady Captain’s Dinner had to be 

deferred, due to social distancing and the number of members who expressed their concern, in the current 

situation, to attend large gatherings.  This was very disappointing as it is an event, high on the Ladies’ Club 

social calendar, but hopefully we can look forward to it at a later date.  Many other cancelled events followed – 

Ladies’ Gala Presentation Night, Santa, Club Christmas Dinner and the Carol Service, all important functions in 

the social life of Clontarf.  

 

On the bright side the ladies section had two very important firsts to record his year.  Our first lady to be elected 

to the position of Club Treasurer, Elizabeth Toomey. Well done Elizabeth and Anna Marie Dufficy, the first 

lady ever to be Vice President.  We are very proud of these two members, it is a great step forward for the ladies 

section and hopefully in the future many more ladies will follow in their footsteps. 

 

I am very grateful to Pat our General Manager, Michelle and Audrey on Reception, and Muriel looking after our 

finances. You do a wonderful job and always with a smile and good humour. Thank you for all your patience, 

understanding and assistance given to me and the ladies’ committee during my term as Lady Captain.  

 

Another difficult year for Bar and Catering.   Compliments are due to Ann and Laurent, thank you for all your 

efforts on our behalf especially for the lovely meals you served to our teams.  To Noel and the bar staff who 

give service with a smile, thank you.  We look forward to better and brighter times ahead when we can enjoy 

socialising in the lounge.  

 

Volunteerism is very much alive in Clontarf.  I wish to pay tribute to the many committees, sub committees and 

personnel who keep the club running on oiled wheels, Management, Trustees, Men’s Club and Ladies’ Club 

Committees, Bowling Club, Course, House, Social, Junior Convenors and the Officers of the Club.  Thank you 

for your courtesy to me during my term of office. 

 

We are fortunate in Clontarf to have in the Pro Shop such gems as Eamonn, Kevin and Eoin.  You look after all 

our golfing needs and nothing is too much trouble.  Thank you for the atmosphere of good humour and 

camaraderie you create for all, members and visitors alike and for the support given to me in the last two years.  

 

I wish to compliment Michael Tyndall for his excellent work in producing the club newsletter. It was such a 

font of information and it kept all members up to date with the affairs of the club.  Thank you Michael for the 

years of dedication and commitment you gave to this demanding task. 

 

To all who sponsored competitions, the club could not function without your generosity and I want to thank all 

who sponsored prizes this year, it was very much appreciated.   

 

Finally, I wish to thank my committee for their continued friendship and support during another tedious Covid 

year.  You were a great source of inspiration and encouragement to me and I thank you all most sincerely. 

 

To Andy our incoming President, I wish you every success for your two years in office.  To Mary, Dave and 

their Vice Captains Madge and Liam, I wish you every success.  Incoming Bowling Captain John and your vice 

Captain Yvonne, I hope you have a most enjoyable year. 

 

To all members, I wish you happiness, good health and good golf in the year ahead. 
 

  ANNE GARDNER, Lady Captain 



 

 

MENS’ CAPTAIN’S REPORT 2021 
 

 

It was a great honour and privilege for me to be afforded the opportunity by Brian Leech to serve as your 

Captain for 2021. 

 

Brian’s’ year as we all know was continually interrupted by lockdowns and restrictions. He had a very short 

window to enjoy his tenure as Captain, without presiding over a Captain’s Prize, Captain’s Dinner and many 

other functions and duties during the fragmented year. Brian served the Club with great honour and dignity in 

very difficult circumstances. 

 

I assumed Captaincy, albeit behind closed doors in January and the course remained in lockdown until early 

June. During these months the Mens’ Committee met as usual for their monthly meetings through Zoom and I 

would like to thank the Committee for their dedication to the Club during these hard times. 

 

With restrictions lifted on the Golf Course in June and outdoor hospitality shortly afterwards I am grateful to all 

the Staff and members who swung into action to ensure we opened to the optimum giving all members a chance 

to get some quality golf after such a long break. 

 

I would especially like to thank, on your behalf, John Delaney, Michael O’ Connor and Christy Stafford who 

erected the two Marquees in the car park which were to serve as our Hospitality for the duration of the summer. 

 

Competition restrictions were lifted in July and Inter Club matches hit us fast and furious. It is a great credit to 

all the Team Managers and competitors to afford the Club their time and commitment during a very limited 

window to play all matches. 

 

With golf in full swing I was delighted with the members who sponsored the various competitions at very short 

notice as the Diary was fluid and ran from month to month. On behalf of myself and all the members I would 

like to thank you all for your kind sponsorships which eased the running of all competitions for me and the 

tournament committee. Many thanks indeed. 

 

All teams served the club proud and many progressed into the latter stages of their respective competitions. I 

would like to congratulate the Ladies on winning their two Leinster North pennants. A truly fantastic 

performance. The junior boys then came up trumps with their Leinster North pennant in the All Ireland Under 

18’s. Then late in the year we looked to the old reliable O’Grady Cup. After a marathon Final it all came down 

to a single sudden death play-off in Roganstown where Gerry Power and Bernie Smith won on the first tie hole 

to retain the trophy which we had won in 2019. Many Congrats to all involved. 

 

August saw us welcoming Golf Ireland to our Club for 3 days of quality golf which saw 32 teams of the finest 

Junior Golfers on our shores compete in the All Ireland Cups and Shields finals. We were treated to a festival of 

golf in tropical weather conditions. It is a great credit to all involved, greens staff, office staff, catering, and all 

the volunteers who showcased our club that left nothing lacking in organization and quality. As Captain I was 

especially proud to be inundated with compliments from visiting teams and indeed Golf Ireland. It all 

culminated on the last day with our Junior Boys winning a coveted All Ireland Bronze medal, an achievement 

which they can all be proud of. Well done. 

 

Again in August we saw the return of the prestigious Lord Mayor’s Cup, again kindly sponsored by Killester 

Travel through our esteemed member Mr Sean Skehan. I am truly grateful to Sean and his Company for his 

continued support. The Competition was graced with the highest entry in many years and we were treated to a 

very professional run competition by Noel Hickey and his tournament Committee who left no stone unturned to 



ensure one of the best competitions in many years. Once more we were treated to a festival of golf which saw 

Conor Collier of Howth and our own Conor Murphy fighting a wonderful battle in the final. After a quality final 

Conor from Howth was victorious. The Lord Mayor attended in person and presented the Cup at the back of the 

18th green. This was another fine example of showcasing our course and club at its finest. Congratulations to all 

involved. 

 

We managed to run my Captains’ Dinner in very restricted circumstances and it was an exceptional evening.  

 

I now have the honour of being asked to serve you all again as Captain in 2022 and I look forward to working 

with Lady Captain Mary, President Andy, Vice Captains Liam and Madge to ensure that the members enjoy 

what hopefully will be an unbroken year of wonderful golf and social activities where we can all get back to 

normal and enjoy one another’s company without any restrictions.                                                                            

                                                                                                                     DAVE DALTON, Captain 

 

 

BOWLING CLUB REPORT 2021 
 

It has been an honour to serve as your Captain for the past two years. I was asked to stay on for an extra year 

due to the pandemic which has affected all our lives. 

 

Congratulations to all our bowlers who turned out in great numbers to play.  We had a very good year and 

managed to run all our club competitions under the guidance of Denis Murphy, our Competitions Secretary. 

Congratulations to all those who took part and especially to the winners. 

 

However, we were unable to hold our flagship event, the Clontarf Pairs, since 2019 so this event will be a 

priority in 2022. 

 

Our social bowling continues to grow year on year.  It is great to see so many enjoying our lovely green every 

Tuesday and Friday during the season.  Well done to the organiser Anne Loughman and Lynne Foy and their 

band of helpers who give their time to organise this event. 

 

One issue I would like to raise is the lack of coaches in the club.  This issue needs to be addressed as soon as 

possible.  I am asking for more members to get involved with development and training in the club and to share 

some of the workload with those who are coaching at present. 

 

I would like to thank you all for your support over the past two years.  I was delighted at the numbers who 

attended my Captain’s Dinner.  I thoroughly enjoyed the night and hope all who attended did also.  My thanks 

to those responsible for organising it. 

 

My good wishes for an enjoyable and successful year to incoming Captain John, Vice-Captain Yvonne, New 

President Andy and his vice-president Anna Marie, Golf Captain Dave and Ladies Golf Captain Mary.  Also to 

the new President of the LBLI our own Catherine Hazlett. 

 

Good luck to all in 2022. My hope is that Clontarf Bowling Club will have a very successful year. 
 

PETER LAIRD, Bowling Captain 
 

 

 

 

 



OFFICERS AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR 2021 
 

 

OFFICERS 
 

 

President:   T. COOKE Chairman:   I. MAGUIRE Club Secretary:      S. SMITH 

 

Club Treasurer:   E. TOOMEY    Greens Officer:    J. MCLOUGHLIN  House Officer:    J. DELANEY 

 

Captain:   D. DALTON     Lady Captain: A. GARDNER     Bowling Captain    P. LAIRD 

 

  

                  Trustees: G. BROSNAN, É. Ó DÚLAINN, S. TREACY 

 

     Vice-President: A. CULLEN 
    

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (11) 

 
 

I. MAGUIRE (Chairman) 

 

D. DALTON, J. DELANEY, A. GARDNER, J. HACKETT, P. LAIRD, 

 

J. MCLOUGHLIN, L. O’DONOHOE, M. SHERIDAN, S. SMITH, E. TOOMEY 

 

General Manager: P. MURRAY 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 
 

 

Membership Numbers at 31st October 2021 were as follows:  

    

 

 2021 2020   2021 2020 

       

Ordinary  494 505  Lady Member 12 12 

Retired Ordinary   65 58  Retired Lady 11 11 

Life Honorary Men 50 47  Life Honorary Lady  13 13 

Live Honorary 5 - Day  6 5  Life Honorary  2 2 

Five-Day  242 220  Bowling  82 83 

Retired Five-Day  16 10  Bowling Retired  2 1 

Five-Day Cleric 1 1  Honorary Bowlers 4 3 

Honorary Members 28 20  Clubhouse/Retired 55 57 

Intermediate Student 85 63  Country  11 11 

Intermediate 60 35  Special  9 9 

Junior  125 129  Leave of Absence 0 2 

 


